
  

 

New Mexico Watershed and 

Dam Owners Coalition  

2018 Conference and Business Meeting 

May 10-11, 2018 

Hotel Encanto 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 
 

 

Thursday, May 10, 2018 

8:00 Registration (8:00 – 12:00) 

8:30 Pre-Conference Training – Legal Responsibilities of Dam Owners, Operators, and Regulators 

  Association of State Dam Safety Officials Webinar 

11:00 NMWDOC General Membership Meeting - See Agenda attached 

  Zack Libbin, PE, Vice-Chair, NMWDOC 

12:00   Welcome and Lunch 

 Host Welcome 

  John Gwynne, PE, Dona Ana County Flood Commission  

  Gary Esslinger, Elephant Butte Irrigation District 

 New Mexico Water Legislation and Funding 

  Keynote Speaker: Joseph Cervantes, State Senator, District 31 

1:00  State of New Mexico Dams Address 

Charles Thompson, PE, Office of the State Engineer, Dam Safety Bureau Chief 

1:30  Update on New Mexico Activities of the NRCS and Dam Watch 

  Ayana Brown, Assistant State Conservation Engineer, NRCS  

  Adrian Tafoya, District Conservationist, Team 9, NRCS 

2:00 Break 

2:15  Report on CO-NM Regional Extreme Precipitation Study 

  Tye Parzybok, MetStat, Inc. 

3:00 Update on Studies and Programs Developed by the Rio Grande Water Fund 

  Laura McCarthy, Associate State Director, The Nature Conservancy 

3:30 Break 

3:45 Probabilistic storm design (Ethics)  

  Dr. John C Lommler, PE, Principal Engineer, Wood/New Mexico State University 

4:45 Update from the National Watershed Coalition 

Dr. Dan Sebert, CEO-Executive Director, National Watershed Coalition 

5:30  Social Hour – On your own - options available at Hotel Encanto 
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Friday, May 11, 2018 

7:30  Breakfast 

8:00  Morning Keynote 

  Matt Rush 

8:40 Networking break and split into two tracks 

 

Track 1: Less Technical 

 9:00 Raton watershed recovery 

   Scott Berry, PE, City Manager, Raton, NM 

 9:30 Rincon watershed restoration initiatives 

   Connie Maxwell, New Mexico Water Resources Research Institute 

 10:00 Interesting twists of recent dam projects 

   John Sikora, PE, AECOM 

Track 2: Technical Track  

 9:00 Lessons learned from a recent dam emergency stabilization 

   Janis C. Murphy, PE, Freese and Nichols, Inc. 

 9:30 Cutting edge watershed and 2D hydraulic modeling 

   E. Christian E. Naidu, PE, Smith Engineering Company 

 10:00 Determination of the inflow design flood using Arizona’s Precipitation Evaluation Tool 

   Mike Gerlach, PE and Bob Eichinger, PE, Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. 

10:30 Break 

10:45 Legislative and Legal Update 

  Samantha Barncastle Salopek, Barncastle Law Firm 

11:10 Developing EAPs that will work for Emergency Managers, Value of exercising Plans 

  Roger Ebner, City of Albuquerque 

11:35 Lessons learned from developing EAPs and real life emergencies 

  Tom Vigil, Colfax County Office of Emergency Management 

12:00 Break for Lunch,  Lunch Speaker 

  Tom Blaine, PE, State Engineer 

12:45 Closing Remarks and Adjourn, Continuation of General Membership Meeting (if necessary) 

  Zack Libbin, PE, Vice-Chair, NMWDOC 

1:15 Gather for Field Trip to Elephant Butte Dam Tour – meet outside in west parking area of Hotel Encanto 

2:45 Meet at Elephant Butte Dam 


