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Drought Conditions Persist

Interstate Stream Commission

U.S. Drought Monitor April 28, 2026

{Released Thursday, Apr. 30, 2026)

New MeXico Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

MNone | DO-Dd | D1-D4 DEvI]‘

Current 0.00 |100.00| 86.01 | B0.60 | 13.68 | 0LOO

Last Week
04-21.2028

0.00 (100.00) D601 | 7542 | 13.42 | 000

3 Months Ago
O1-27-2028 101 | o809 | 71.50 | 50.28 | 189 | 0.00

Start of
Calendar Year | 0.07 | 9990 | 71.71 | 51.80 | 255 | 000
— O1-06-2026
Start of
Water Year | 10.91 | 2000 | GB.67 | 47.53 | 14.45 | 241
A5-30-2025
One Year Age | ;05 | oo 08 | 0642 | Ba78 | 5247 | 423
D Z5. 2028
Intensity:
MNone :l D2 Severe Drought
DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[ ] 01 Moderate Drovght [ 04 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Lacal canditions may vary. For more infarmation on the
Droughl Manitor, go to hifps./drovghimonitor uni. edu/Aboul.aspx

 E

Author:
Brad Rippey
U.S. Department of Agriculture

droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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https://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/hydrodata/status_maps/rg_status.html
https://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/hydrodata/status_maps/rg_status.html
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New Mexico, Climate Division 2 Average Temperature
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Significant implications for water users throughout
the state

Shortage sharing and Active Water Resources
Management (AWRM) operations underway

Flooding and fire response/preparedness
Environmental compliance challenges
Rio Grande conditions particularly concerning:

* Low water deliveries to irrigators and other users

* Low allocations of Colorado River water
imported through the San Juan Chama Project

* Extensive Rio Grande drying
* Extremely low water levels at Elephant Butte



Approximately 25% less water

in NM streams over the next 50 years

Interstate Stream Commission

National Water Stress Index

NEW MEXICO BUREAU OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES
Bulletin 164 2022

Increasing water scarcity
in the western US will
| affect all communities
and economic sectors.

Climate Change in New Mexico Over the
Next 50 Years: Impacts on Water Resources

Editors and Contributing Authors: Nelia W. Dunbar, David S. Gutzler,
Kristin S. Pearthree, Fred M. Phillips, Paul W. Bauer

Contributing Authors: Craig D. Allen, David DuBois, Michael D. Harvey,
J. Phillip King, Lesliec D. McFadden, Bruce M. Thomson, Anne C. Tillery
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(1900-2668 1970). Lindsey, 2013. 6

Image from Climate Change in New Mexico over the Next 50 Years: Impacts on Water Resources
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* Lower streamflow and recharge because of increased aridity

NEW MEXICO BUREAU OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES
Bulletin 164 2022

* Greater interannual variability in precipitation

Climate Change in New Mexico Over the

Next 50 Years: Impacts on Water Resources * More extreme preCipitation events
Keisin 5. Psrtes, Fred M. Phlips, Pl W, Bouer * Hotter, more severe droughts

Contributing Authors: Craig D. Allen, David DuBois, Michael D. Harvey,
J. Phillip King, Leshic D. McFadden, Bruce M. Thomson, Anne C. Tillery

* Decreasing snowpack@ earlier and diminishing snowmelt
runoff

* Greater demands on groundwater
* Vegetation stress
* Increasing catastrophic forest fires

* Increasing flooding and sedimentation in rivers

* lIrreversible damage to soils through loss of vegetation and
erosion

l’l:;.

WAT

* Degraded quality of surface waters
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FACING NEW MEXICO’S 21ST CENTURY

WAIEK

»—— CHALLENGES —

A REPORT OF THE
NEW MEXICO WATER POLICY
AND
INFRASTRUCTURE TASK FORCE

2022 Water Policy and
Infrastructure Task
Force

New Mexico

State Water Plan
5-Year Review

New Mexico Office of the State Engineer
Interstate Stream Commission
NMSA § 72-14-3.1 (2003) Sta

o e State 5"0/
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2023

erstate Stream Co

2023 State Water Plan
Review

50-YEAR
WATER ACTION PLAN

2024 Governor Lujan
Grisham’s 50-Year
Water Action Plan 8



Interstate Stream Commission

SO-YEAR : * Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham’s 50-Year
WATER ACTION PLAN . ) .
e ' - Water Action Plan offers solutions

OSE/ISC works collaboratively with other
agencies and local management entities

* Supports collaboration between agencies

* OSE/ISC, NMED, NMT, NMDA, and
ENMRD/Forestry assigned actions

* Track progress: water-dashboard.nm.gov



https://www.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-Mexico-50-Year-WaterAction-Plan.pdf
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Addressing Challenges to Water Management

New Mexico
will have

available in
rivers and
aquifers

S . . i - e

1
Without action, :
New Mexico |
will not have
enough water
to meet
our needs

‘_

approximately
25% less water
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NEW MEXICO’'S WATER FUTURE:

Scientists predict over the next 50 years...

New Mexico will be hotter and drier

Historical weather patterns, including precipitation,
will change significantly

There will be more significant weather events, such as
fires, flooding and drought

Within the next 50 years New
Mexico will have a shortage of
- ® 750,000 acre feet of water

.

Conservation, protection of
existing water resources and
development of new water
resources will be required to

. meet this shortfall
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Water Conservation

A1 Develop a water education program

A2 Incentivize agricultural water conservation

A3 Reduce leaks in drinking water infrastructure/ increase municipal conservation

* A4 Improve water storage and delivery systems

New Water Supplies

* B1 Develop treated brackish water - initial appropriation of $40M
* B2 Adopt policies to expand potable and non-potable water reuse

* B3 Improve groundwater mapping and monitoring

Water and Watershed Protection

* C1 Clean up contaminated groundwater sites
 (C2 Develop a surface water discharge permitting program
 C3 Modernize wastewater treatment plants and stormwater infrastructure

* (C4 Protect and restore watersheds 1



50-Year Water Action Progress Tracking

Interstate Stream Commission

water-dashboard.nm.gov

C1 C2 C3 C4
GROUNDWATER SURFACE WATER WATER WATERSHED
CLEANUP PERMITTING INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION

C4: Protect and Restore Watersheds

Accelerate watershed restoration projects to reduce risk of catastrophic C4: The ROI Goal

wildfires, flooding, and large-scale erosion to protect critical surface . .
& g P By 2035, New Mexico collectively restores

and reduces wildfire risk on 300,000 acres
per year in critical watersheds and water
source areas, including 140,000 acres per
year of treatments on State and private
lands. New Mexico’s capacity to reforest
burned areas increases from 300,000
seedlings per year to 5 million.

water sources. The record-breaking wildfire season of 2022 made clear
the devastating impacts that wildfire can have on municipal water
supply and irrigation water sources and infrastructure. New Mexico will
utilize the abundant federal and new State conservation funding to
invest in wildfire risk reduction in critical water source areas across the
State, including mechanical thinning, responsible prescribed burning,
and reforestation. The 2020 Forest Action Plan provides detailed steps
to reduce the risk of high-intensity wildfires in forested watersheds that
supply the bulk of our State’s surface water supplies.

12
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OSE and ISC Priorities for 50-Year WAP

Interstate Stream Commission

Actions A1 and A4

Water Education

Water Conservation and Development
of Additional Supplies

Efficiency improvements for surface
water conveyance

Ongoing Data Collection, Monitoring
and Modeling

Regional Water Planning / Community
Engagement




OSE/ISC Agency Priorities

Interstate Stream Commission

Plan for New
Mexico’s
Water Future

Modernize
the Agency

Focus on the
Rio Grande

14



Reinforcing Technical Capacity throughout OSE and ISC

Data Collection and Enhanced Management Tools

* Expanded Metering and Monitoring

Water Data Act Implementation
« W.A.T.E.R.S. database update
 Real Time Measurement System
* New Website and Online Services
* Reduce Agency Dependency on Trust Funds

* Irrigation Works Construction Fund (SB193 Acequia & Ditch
Infrastructure Fund Transfer)

* Improvement to the Rio Grande Income Fund

15



OSE/ISC FY27 Priorities — Plan for Our Future

Interstate Stream Commission

* 50 Year Water Action Plan
* Water Conservation
 Water education (general public, K-12, water workforce)
* New Water Supplies
» Strategic Water Supply
* Water and Watershed Protection
* Water Security Planning Act
* Rulemaking complete, guidelines and conveningin 2026
* Prioritized recommendations for funding

* Water Security Tribal Advisory Council
 Settlements & Adjudications

* Indian Water Rights Settlements 16



OSE/ISC FY27 Priorities - Focus on the Rio Grande

Interstate Stream Commission

* Lower Rio Grande
e Settlement Implementation / Aquifer Sustainability
* System efficiency and stormwater management
* Brackish water development

* Community and stakeholder engagement

 Upper and Middle Rio Grande
* Upcoming Middle Rio Grande Metering Order

* River Channel Maintenance, Habitat Restoration, and Flood Control
Projects

* Strategic Water Reserve
 Sediment Management

* Rio Chama and Elephant Butte Delta Channel
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HOUSE BILL 111
57TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSI 26
INTRODUCED BY
Fristina Ortez and Mimi Stewart and Andrgyf Rom™
and Elizabeth "Liz" Stefanics and Jamg zend
AN ACQ
RELATING TO WATER; INCRE 2, FOR A
VIOLATION OF WATER LAW|

E STATE OF NEW MEXICO-
SECTION QL. e S4 1978 (being Laws 2001,

ed) iz amended to read:

person, pursuant to a finding of faet,

rghent or prohibition of Chapter 72 NMSA 1978,
de, order or special order adopted by the state
gfcineer pudbuant to Section 72-2-8 HMSA 1978, a condition of a

it g

licenae iszaued by the state engineer pursuant to law
er entered by a court adjudicating a water right, the

state engineer may, in addition to any other remediss available

_232729.2

* Water Theft Maximum Penalty Bill (HB 111) passed

* Received funding for:
* Enforcement Staffing
* Measurement and Metering
* Lower Rio Grande Settlement Implementation
* River Channel and Bosque Management
* Indian Water Rights Settlements
* Strategic Water Reserve
* Regional Water Planning

* 50 Year Water Action Plan Implementation

18
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Rio Grande
Compact

WHY IS NM'S
COMPACT STATUS
IMPORTANT?

- When a State is out of compliance
b with an Interstate Compact, the
Compact is the most senior right

« US Supreme Court case l[aw

Upstream storage of native Rio
Grande water for middle valley
water users and overall water
Management options depend on
Compact status

 Rio Grande Compact Articles
VI, VIl and VI




Rio Grande Compact Obligation

Interstale Siream Commisslon

Annual Compact Allocation (x1000 acre-feet)
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New Mexico's Annual Middle Rio Grande Allocation Chart

In above average years, native flow in
excess of 405,000 acre-feet must be
delivered to Elephant Butte Reservoir
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Annual Inflow at Otowl (x1000 acre-feet)

 Available for Depletion Above Elephant Butte

m New Mexico's Delivery Obligation to Elephant Butte Reservair
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20



Rio Grande Compact Obligation

x1000 acre-feet
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Rio Grande Compact Cumulative Departures 1940 through 2025

New Mexico relinquished a total of 380,500 acre-feet of Accrued

Credit to Texas (2003, 2008 & 2010) in accordance with Article VII
of the Compact, allowing New Mexico to store that same amount
while storage restriction of Article VIl were in effect.

/ V\Ajove this line New Mexico is in

compliance with the Compact

New Mexico will carry a
debit of 124,000 acre-
feet for all of 2025

1940
1942
1944

W 0 O N S W 0 O N S O 0 O N T O 0 O N < O O N T W O NI O O N O 0 O
S T NN W W W WO O OINININNDNDOGDODOWOWOWOO DO DO O O O O O o oo A oA d N
A 0O OO 0O O 0O O 0 OO0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 000 000 0 O O O O O O O O O O
ol vl el e el vl el v v e e v vt v el o e et e e e el et v el el O NN N NN &N N e N e

2022

2024

L &vne State ..-@/
& =

Inierstale Siream Commisslon

21



Rio Grande Compact Obligation

COMPACT DEBT IS GETTING
MORE DIFFICULT TO MANAGE

Meeting demand is increasingly
difficult, given trends of:

Lower snowpack and
streamflow

Higher temperatures
Increasing aridification and ET
More variable monsoons

Increasing depletions
Degraded river conveyance

Consistent under-deliveries to
Elephant Butte
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How New Mexico can Meet the Challenges

Interstale Siream Commisslon

Multi-pronged Approach

Holistic Management

Investments in:

 Projects
 Planning
« Administration
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Middle Rio Grande Investments -

Inierstale Siream Commisslon

$54M in 2023-2026 Legislative Sessions for:

« Active Channel Management for Multiple Purposes:

A o Improved Conveyance and Habitat
. = o Critical Partnerships with Federal Agencies: Reclamation
§§ """ Y and Army Corps of Engineers

o Cooperative Agreement with Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District (MRGCD) - including Bosque

RIO GRANDE AT . .

=OTOW! BRIDGE. NM Management, Voluntary Depletion Reduction Programs and

. Low Flow Conveyance Channel Maintenance

« Delta Channel Maintenance and Sediment Management
« Data, Modeling and Development of Various Management Tools

m' Preparing for:

qu fesen oir

w piskicn  More Active Depletions Management

« Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Water Rights Negotiations and
Settlement

Plus recurring funding for OSE staff and special appropriations
for Indian Water Rights Settlements

o 24
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Major Work is Underway in MRG- ISC

i; 1
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San Juan-
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’.‘.:b Middle Rio Grande (MRG)

Active Channel Management for Improved Conveyance

Area of Interest
- * Critical Partnerships: Reclamation, Army Corps of Engineers, MRGCD
an « State Funding = ~$54 million, plus $5 million in federal funds
ougors leveraged

Lower San Acacia Reach Improvement: major realignment to

improve deliveries to EB
Over $140 million in additional funding to Reclamation for this

project so far
Rio Chama and Delta Channel: ongoing maintenance and sediment

plug mitigation
Low Flow Conveyance Channel Maintenance

Active Depletions Management
MRGCD Voluntary Demand Reduction Program

Planning for Improved Water Management
Data, Modeling, and Development of Various Management Tools

Basin-Wide Planning for More Flexible Operations, e.g., Rio Grande

Basin Study
Depletions Reductions through Vegetation Management

New Mexico
Teas

25
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Major Work is Underway in MRG - OSE -

Interstale Siream Commisslon

Middle Rio Grande (MRG)

« Middle Rio Grande Administrative Area (MRGAA)
Guidelines based on Conjunctive Use Management

« MRGCD: Fallowing and Shortage Sharing Programs

« Enforcement & Compliance (illegal use of groundwater
& surface water, incl. pond compliance project).

« Continuation of adherence to policies in place (e.g. not
allowing new supplemental wells to surface water)

* Planned Metering Order in MRG
 Hydrographic Survey of MRG

« Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Water Rights
Negotiations and Settlement

26
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Lower Rio Grande Investments

Interstale Siream Commisslon

] N, Vb
: ’4\% : — $60M+ in 2023-2025 Legislative Sessions for:
San juan yﬂl\.ia o
™ Chama Projec J ! s  Depletions Management
Vo (0} NevMeo .
el » o Groundwater Conservation Program
Reserport Oklahoma

g %ﬁ a . e = |n 2025, ~6,170 acres enrolled in longer-term

L 4’ ~ groundwater leasing program

A x«p" B2 o Groundwater Acquisitions in Planning
o~ M ddle . '1 = e » Special projects: aquifer recharge, brackish water, water
N ""(’f‘“" ® Importation, stormwater management
. prcars « With local stakeholders: develop suite of long-term solutions
N » Cooperative Agreement with Elephant Butte Irrigation District
A ;] | (EBID)
Foa 'ﬁt - +  Building the NMISC/NMOSE Team
R,Q.E;;:DE"B:?:‘;;‘:’" - Significant funding to implement TX v NM settlement
BUT 1 RESERVOIR. Kol g

: . =1

= d " ° .

: : : Leverages Federal Funding and Partnerships

K Rio -

"0. G - +* EPWID

fou.. N o 27
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Major Work is Underway in LRG- ISC .

-

Interstale Siream Commisslon

i .
s (_,.,,5’ Lower Rio Grande (LRG)
%) o o
. %J - et Water Conservation and Development of New Supplies
Niow Cemlepd i ,,‘51 Coloato St « LRG Groundwater Conservation Program - 6,191 acres
Res: l-:!gi &'\;‘@& ‘ t h 2 025
ke SAPPET < o ru
N Ny :;"'"_i Teas . o« .
§§ (ol B3 o  Stormwater Management — Optimizing capture and
4’@) '”";1‘;" oy aquifer recharge
N c..',:“r" W
"% SR K0 GRANDE AT *  Supply Augmentation — Brackish water
. Nt 7\;.\\]} R investigation/development
) yas '""(1”“' 4 Lower Rio Grande Water Alliance
S St b — » Stakeholder organization chartered in 2024 to
“'@ facilitate and coordinate the implementation of long-
y ' ‘ term water management solutions
2 g& =t TX v. NM Original Action 141 Settlement Agreements
wé;;,m ";pr,: * Historic settlement among the Rio Grande
BeLOWNELEPHANT £~ D, P Compacting States, the US, and irrigation districts
' w°'5 E‘!  Planning settlement implementation pending Special
. L‘l’u“': ‘ ; Master recommendation and US Supreme Court
~ G A ruling in early 2026




Lower Rio Grande (LRG)
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Major Work is Underway in LRG- ISC .

Interstale Siream Commisslon

LRG Hydrographic Survey complete and adjudication is
ongoing
LRGC is a priority Active Water Resource Management
(AWRM) Basin
o LRG Water Master District declared and Metering Order
issued in 2004

o 3,564 wells metered in LRG; 93.2% submitted 2024
meter readings

o LRG District Specific Rules (DSRs), Basin Guidelines, and
GCeneralized Hydrologic Analysis (GHA) being
developed

Working with stakeholders to develop Alternative
Administration plans and the LRG Plan to support TXv. NM
Original Action 141 settlements

Planned order to close the LRG to new appropriations

29
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& e . ' Senate Bill 337 — Water Security Planning Act
m e Passed unanimously in 2023. Robust public and
e _—— == tribal input lead to the ISC promulgating a rule in
e S early 2026. Finalizing the required guidelines later
S = ige S this year. Standing up future regions late

e gl REE NeEEo 2026/early 2027.

WSPA Ensures Regional Water
Planning:

* Involves Robust Public Involvement — including
from Major Water Rights Holders

s Grounded in the Best Available Data, Science
and Models

°, =~ e Ties to Implementation through Prioritization
Water Seﬁu r!ty : of Projects for Funding
° = - | Builds Local Capacity
Planning Act

a-

N BT

w

WSPA will transform and reinvigorate

(WS PA) | e regional water planning in New Mexico.

7 te




I "2 SR  MADE POSSIBLE BY NM'S
Za = W REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

« Conjunctive Management of
surface and groundwater to
protect Compact deliveries

« Active Water Resource
Management (AWRM):
Enforceable water sharing and
administration by the State
Engineer

« Strategic Water Reserve:
acquisition of water rights to
support Compact compliance and
environmental needs




Approximately 25% less water

in NM streams over the next 50 years

Interstate Stream Commission

National Water Stress Index

NEW MEXICO BUREAU OF GEOLOGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES
Bulletin 164 2022

Increasing water scarcity
in the western US will
| affect all communities
and economic sectors.

Climate Change in New Mexico Over the
Next 50 Years: Impacts on Water Resources

Editors and Contributing Authors: Nelia W. Dunbar, David S. Gutzler,
Kristin S. Pearthree, Fred M. Phillips, Paul W. Bauer

Contributing Authors: Craig D. Allen, David DuBois, Michael D. Harvey,
J. Phillip King, Lesliec D. McFadden, Bruce M. Thomson, Anne C. Tillery
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Image from Climate Change in New Mexico over the Next 50 Years: Impacts on Water Resources




New Mexico Office of the State Engineer/
Interstate Stream Commission

Thank you
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